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Commission Submits Annual Report to  
Governor and Legislature 

 
In January 2001, the Commission for-
mally adopted the Annual Report which 
covers activities of the year 2000.  Some 
of the highlights the report focused on 
was the Commission’s 25th anniversary, 
the final report to Governor Davis on the 
Investigative Teams dispatched to Tai-
wan, Turkey and Greece, the Biennial 
URM Survey of California, and a synopsis 
of legislative bills in 2000.  

Commission Participates in 
Field Trip and Meeting in  
Palm Desert, California 

 
Palm Desert was the site of the Commis-
sionÂs January 11, 2001 hearing.  The 
Commission  received updates on seis-
mic programs from representatives of 
San Bernardino County, Riverside 
County and the Coachella Valley Water 
District.  An excellent presentation was 
also given from the Braille Institute, fo-
cusing on the latest solutions and obsta-
cles facing sight-challenged people.  The 
Commissioners and members of the pub-
lic were treated to an educational field 
trip on January 10 by the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California of 
the Water DistrictÂs facilities. 

 
New Commission Appointments 

 
Governor Gray Davis appointed Mark M. 
Church Lawrence T. Klein and Linden T. Nishi-
naga as new members of the Commission.  Mr. 
Church, of Burlingame, is a San Mateo County 
Supervisor.  Previously, he served as Mayor and 
City Councilman for the City of Millbrae and is 
a practicing attorney specializing in general civil 
litigation.  Mr. Church  represents local govern-
ment on the Commission.  Mr. Klein of San 
Francisco is the Assistant General Manager for 
Operations at the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission, a position has held since January 
2000.  Mr. Klein represents utilities on the Com-
mission.  Mr. Nishinaga of Redondo Beach is a 
civil engineer/project manager for the Port of 
Los Angeles, a position he has held since 1984.  
Mr. Nishinaga represents cities government on 
the Commission. All three commissioners’ terms 
will expire in May of 2003.  One vacancy re-
mains on the Commission which is the Insurance 
representative. 

The Commission Moves Forward  
with Revising the Earthquake Loss  

Reduction Plan 
 

The Commission appointed  subcommittees to 
revise the 11 elements of the State’s Earth-
quake Loss Reduction Plan.  The project man-
ager, Mr. Harry Hallenbeck, was secured to 
oversee the revision of the Plan.  With the as-
sistance of Seismic Safety Commissioners, the 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, and 
outside stakeholders, the Commission is updat-
ing, deleting, and creating initiatives as needed.  
During March and April, the subcommittees 
met individually to update respective elements.  
The May 9 & 10 Workshop will be dedicated 
to the overview of those subcommittee meet-
ings and the Commission is expected to have a 
final draft by the end of May 2001. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Seismic Gas Safety Valve Hearing Held and-
Task Committee Formed 

 
The Seismic Safety Commission held a hearing on October 
12, 2000 to focus on policy issues surrounding earthquake 
activated gas shutoff valves.  Gas shut-off valves are safety 
devices designed to reduce fire danger following major 
earthquakes. The Commission heard testimony from the 
Public Utilities Commission, the State Department of Gen-
eral Services, Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Southern 
California Gas Company, American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, Representatives from the City of Los Angeles, and 
various valve manufacturers.  Commission Chair Donald 
Manning stated that the hearing was interesting and infor-
mative and it enabled information to be gathered on the lat-
est technology, benefits, problems, and public safety issues 
surrounding gas shut off valves.  After the hearing, the 
Commission formed a special Seismic Gas Safety Task 
Committee to prepare information for consumers and gov-
ernments for residential and small commercial applications. 
By the end of 2001, the committee will address a wide vari-
ety of risk management options including shake actuated 
valves and excess flow valves without necessarily advocat-
ing or discouraging any particular option. The Committee is 
chaired by Commissioner Stan Moy and meeting facilita-
tion coming from the American Society of Civil 
Engineers and initial financial support from the Southern 
California Gas Company. 

How Safe are Public Storage Racks?   
 

The Seismic Safety Commission held a hearing in San 
Francisco on April 12, 2001 to discuss the seismic safety 
of high storage racks.  The Commission is aware that nu-
merous warehouse stores throughout California are using 
high storage racks whereby building occupants may be 
exposed to falling hazards from contents on racks result-
ing from everyday operations or during earthquakes.  
Chairman Manning noted, “on a recent visit to a ware-
house-style store, I noticed how high the storage was 
placed on pallets and that the contents of the pallets were 
unsecured, posing a significant hazard.  I’m very con-
cerned about this practice.”  Among those who gave testi-
mony were representatives from Cal Osha, State Fire 
Marshal, EQE International, and public comments. Re-
cently proposed legislation by Senators Alarcon and 
Spier call attention to rack safety issues.  The Commis-
sion’s focus was to gather  information to further develop 
SB 629. 

Meeting Dates for Remainder of  2001 
 

May 9 & 10 - Sacramento 
June 14 - Sacramento 

July -12 - Location to be determined 
August - no meeting 

September 13 - Sacramento 
October 11 - Location to be determined 

November 8 - Sacramento 
December 13 - no meeting 

Legislative Update 
 
For the 2001-02 Legislative session, the Commission 
is sponsoring seven legislative bills, from warehouse 
storage racks safety to schools earthquake preparede-
ness. As of May 1, all the measures were well-
received by the various legislative policy committees 
and proceeding smoothly toward enactment. Among 
the bills being promoted by the Commission:  
 
SB 717 (Speier) authorizes the issuance of $600 mil-
lion in State G.O. bonds to support seismic retrofit of 
residences and local government facilities.  
 
AB 724 (Corbett) encourages earthquake safety in 
schools by requiring that principals notify parents 
about the schools preparedness and plans for earth-
quake emergencies.  
 
AB 1118 (Corbett) gives residential property owners 
a tax credit for certain retrofit construction.  
 
SB 629 (Alarcon) orders the Commission to conduct 
a comprehensive study of the hazards posed to cus-
tomers and workers by storage racks (and their con-
tents) in seismically active areas of the State. 
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